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Copentry : and thereft, Worlhiptull 
Aldermen, and Shcriffcs cf that 
[ncorpoRATION? 


S.'B. wiſheth encreaſe of grace in this life, 
and afſuranceof glory in the lifeco come. 
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þ»{all of it tothe view 
of any,as confidering 
mine owne weaknes and the worldepeeuiſh- 
neſle. But it fared with chis Sermon as with 
4 Mcteor, which being gently drawne 7 by 
AL 
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of my thought, euer 
to adurnture the ex-| 
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that ſmall — | 
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Tr:s Erista 


the kindly beate of the Suanne, refides for a 
| Fime in the Ayre, and bath there indeed a bec- 
ing, but ſhineth noe, rill kindled byrhe Anti- 
periſtaſis and circunſtant cold of the ayres ; 
Sothis my Labour receiving jome warmth and 
beeing,by the gentle breath,and vndeſerned aþ- 
probation of ſom? , Was not yet ſeene of the. 
world,contill it tooke fire by ſome, who being (at 
the deliuery of it) circumitan', aid in their 
catifleſſe and rundeſerued bumours, give ſuch 
cold entertainment onto both it and me, that 
I was by the, vulgar reported to bee. 
taken by the. great, Fleet, or at the leaſt 
forewlly encountred. Whereupon I thought it 
fii(for mine owne defence, and ſatisfattion of 
others that the things before demitla per au- 
rem,ſhould be now,oculis ſubieRa fidelibus, 
that what was before in the aire andinthe_ 
earc, ſhould now be in tbe eye, that the Chriſ}i- 
an Reader may iudge whether it deſerucd re- 


 . | proofe or cenſure, yea, or 10 - and whether 


berein I baue laboured to keepea good con- 
ſcience toward God and men, I appeale to 
the indgements of them, who being cleare of any 

thin 
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thing againſt which 1 might ſeemero inneigh, | 


are ficteft, and the onely competent ludgevin' 
this kind. Your Worſbips can ( Isruſt) beare the 


witneſſe,that ] neucr amongSt you for theſe ma- | 


ny years,haue ſh:wed my ſelft any wayto be of a 
ta&ious and 4 turbulent ſpirir, but bane al- 
waies laboured and prayed for the peace of le- 
ruſalem,and hope ts proſp:r the better becauſe 
Tloue her. Now whestheſe forenamed paſ- 
ſages had cauſed me wor divorny 29, Willing, 
nilling for my owne ſafeguard roadiudge this 
poore booke to be preſt (although I might hauc 
ſeemed wiſe in cMice of ſome greater patre-- 
nage,) 1 thought fitteſt to appropriate ſome: 
part of my labours to this place, where I was 
borne, brought vp, and bawe ſpent my dayes 
ener fince 1 was called firſt rothe Miniſtery, 
and ſo much the rather inreg ard of your vnde- 


ſerned loues, which I can neyther deny nor 
|conceale leſt I ſbould be. iniurious, aud alſo | 


your godly and religious diſpofitions (wherein 
this City doth equall\ without flattery be is fo. 


key,) the moſt ciuilly gonerned, or moſt emi- | 
py religious þiaces of this Ki ng ome. 
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Such asitvs it pleadesin mynme, ard linthe| | 
name of Truth, that it may finde acceprance| 
with you Worlhips and as many 4s loue the: 
truth, aud if in any thing 1 (hall be blamed, Þ 
will not bee ſo preſumpruons as with Pilate, ro 
ay, What | haue written, 1 haue written; 
but as che Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtorian, It | haue 
done well, ic1s that which I deſired, bur if 
flenderly and meaaly, ir is char which 1 
could attaine vnto. If bercby any (taking 
paines fo-reade is) (ball reape any benefit, it ſball 
be afull ſatisfafionfor my labour and the com- 
fort of my hears,” Now: theVGod of foue and 
peace multiply his b!eſimgs 'vpon this City, 
that it may be bappy iu gouerniment, holy 
profeſſion, the true member-of rhe-myſticall 
body of Chrift, partakivg the... promiſes of 
godlineſle, rucn rboſe of this life and of the 
life to come © Ewen fats it Lord ya Amen, 
Amen. | 
Tow 02 lia AE | 
CE: 4 
- Samuel Bugs [ | 
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2 S A M. 245 4. 
And David [aid wits Ged, 1 aj ina great 


ſtrait. 


Sof Adeamarc ſubicQ as long 
as they liuc in theſe houſes 
Way of Chy, welamicahe, and 
V'- malum pene,an i of fin, 
E {;:ndancuill ot puniſhment, 

= Scmblable whercunro the 
whole duty of man, is; compriſed initheſe-rwo 
words, etl» «5%»; patient WS the exill of 
affliction, anda contoonaplc for ing: the ex: 

fp WnBes. - - 

In this aRtiue.and p ee life. (as all other 
$4ints and Sernants of God) fo Darid amen 
hispwne heart was much exerciſed, wherein hee 
(6 carricd himſclfe,thar much praiſe and renown 
didaccrew both to his hope lg ape”. 


profeſſion. . þ TOS 
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lame: 3.2, 


2 SAM. 11.4. 
& 12.9, 


+ Chron, 31. 1. 


}of three, and thoſe moſt fearfull cuils : aus, ave> | 


{ wife; and after in'45s owneſelfe,betraying his life, 


In the paſſiae part of his life, 2 hominum 
| parientior, aut qui tolegantior ? Meeke a5 4 Done 1n | 
| re muld as a-Lambe in proſecution of 
| his  hate-worthy enemies ; eſpecially toward 
Sav!, when God had put him into his hands, 

hee, was ſo farre from touching his perſon, as 
| that hee was content to fit downe with much 
_ , and bee the ſole patient of vndeſerued 
atred. 

But for the atiue part, as 1» many things we of: 
fend all , ſo Danid himſelfe was faulty in two 
maine matters: for being made King of his hopes, 
hee offendediin the matter of Yriah the Hirrere, 
whom he wronged in hisſecondſelfe, defiling his 


& ſlaying hin withthe ſword of the children of Am... 


mon. And now aghine is mengonel [ to: make 
vp his ſinnes a nutabe?r;)\aferond finne of »um- 
bring the people, fromwhich linne becauſe by 
 dilſwaſion he would not be hindred; "wrath was 
gone out: from-God;/and he could fiot be helped; 
Gad the Seer was" ſent: m-the morning vnto 
him to'propounda hard(and yer neceſſary) choice 


pr; moies's, Famine For'three yeares; Warrt tor | 
three months, Pefilenee forthree daies. "w-7. 
By theſe fearfull piiniſhments"as bythunder; | 
Darid being awaked from his ſecurity, and from | 
the wine" of ſelfe-conceipt; wherewith Satan had} 


[before intoxicated himhearing this terrible e@t< | 
©" baſlge 


53 | 
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' Davids ftrait. 


baſſage opens his eyes, and ſeeing three ſuch fu- | 
ries of Hell aduancing towards him, cries out in 
the anguiſh and bitrerneſſe of a perplexed ſoule, 
1 am in agreat firait. | 
Which few words, though may ſeemear the 
firſt fight hard as the rocke in the wilderncſle, yer 
' have I diſcouered flowing thereoutas from Eder, 
' fourcſ-ucrall ſtreames ; wherein a Chriſtian may 
| waſh like Naaman, and bee cleanſed, or like the 
| blind man, and returne ſeeixe ; prouided, that 
waſh both hands, and head, to gize attention,and 
yecld praftice to the remarkable points herein 
contained. 
1 2n0peccatoincidit : How Dauid came into 
this fratt. 
' 2 9uo animo apprehenderit : How he conces- 
uedof this ftratt. 
3 2u4a patientta pertulerit : How he bare this 
ſtrait. 
4 ua prudentia euaſerit : How he gate out of 
this /razt. 
The firſt is for admonition: the ſecond 
for i-flr#&10n:the third for imitation:the fourth 
| for conſolation : Euery of them being compoun- 
ded by your Chriſtian wiſccome, as by the Art 
of the cunning Apothecarie, may either ſerue as 
an <Antidote to preuent ſinne, or a Cordiall to 
ſuch as haue ſurfetted on the ſowre grape of 
Stnne. 
This text is then a fit place fora Preacher of 


| 


B Repentance, 


Phyſ.i. 


Mat.10.29, 


Gen.22 16. 


Danuids ſtrait, 


forhere i' mach water, wherein if I ſhall wade 
but ſhallow, it is not that I feare to wet my 
feet, (for to doe any good 1 am yours as you are 
Chrifts,) bur I haue iuſt cauſe to teare that either 
ſome ſtormes of your moleſted patience, or my 
fiinting hear: through mine owne weakneſle, 


the bottome, 

How Danuid fell into this flraite : Some there 
haue beene who as they were 1gnorant of the 
worlds originall, fo alſo of the rule ard gonern- 
ment of the ſame ; and didtherefore farher many 
particular paſſages vpon farall neceſity. But Ari- 
fotleand the reſt which followed Et:am comite 
ratione, did ſoundly confute and worthily ex- 
plode this their crror, as finding a neceflity of 
the depcndance of all effects vpon ſome certaine 
cauſes, which yet they being but fleſh and blood, 
diſcerned onely to benaturall. But we who haue 
the true proſpecZine glaſſe of the word of God, may 
eaſily diſcerne, thougha farre off,a ſupreme power 
guiding and ruling all particular occurrences 
whartſoeuer, to thefall of a ſparrow from the houſe, 
ora haire from our heads, which as it hath an 7n- 
tereſt inall things, ſoalſo in this frait of Danid: 
that as Jacob ſpeakes, T he Lord is in this place and 
I knew it net;{o the Lord had a hand in this frat, 
though men be not aware of it. 

For warre, I know it 1s oftentimes the curſed 


V ns 


may ſinke both me and my poore meditations to | 


iſſue of boundleſſe ambition,as it was in Alexander. | 
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Dauids ſtrait. 
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Vnus Pelleo tunent non ſufficit orbis 


Aftuat infelix angufto Iumite mundi. 


Oras inthe Romares that they might be rerun 
Domini; Or as in the proud race of 08toman,now 
aduancing his Moony ſtandards in Polonia. 

Orelſe it may bce conceiued by the. ſeed of 
conetouſneſſe, asin Pyrrhus the Epyrote, Philip of 

facedon to grow rich by the ſpoile of others,as 
though Godand Nature had giuen them the im- 
propriation of all. Or elſe this fire may bee be- 
gotten by colliſion of flint and ſteele, as in Simeon 


| and Zexy to reuenge the rape of Dizah , or asin 
| Saul who ſmote the Amalekites for a former in- 
' turie proffered ro the wandring 1ſraelrres. Bur at 
' this time there was no warre in hand, or if there 


had, the arme of 1ſraet and his bow was ſo ftrong, 
that had Almighty God ſtood bur as an indiffe. 
rent ſpectator, the glory could not in all probabi- 
lity haue departed from Iſrael, 

For Famine, it may proceed from the ſupine 
nezligence of a people who had rather begge then 
labour, yea, almoſt fferue then labour, and ſo live 
idlcly,quaſi _- ſe daret omnia tellus : or elſe when 
ſome ſhall /aboxr, and others cate the /abours of 
their hands. When Gideons wheat without hiding 
ſhall feed Mrdian, or the Chaldeans and Sabeans 
ſpoile 196 of his Cattell and prouifion. Or by the 
horrible gluttony drunkenneſſe, and exceſſe of the 

B 2 time 
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144, $4t.10. 


Gen.34.25. 
I SAM.I 54 


Onid, 
TIudg.6.11» 


Iob 1:15.17 
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Danid; ftrait. : 


Ads 11,28. 


In vita Claudiir 


Amos 3.6. 


Iudg.s5. 20s. 


| time by prodigious 8: prodigall vſage of the g00d 
' creatures of God, as it came to paſſe in the daies 
of Clandius Ceſar, of whom Xiphiline reports 


| aire, or bodics , I cannor but conclude that it was 


that he was wont z#dulgere counts effuſiſiime. But 
therc was now no Famine, that for the Gibeonrtes 
being ſtaied by atronement, as appeares, Cap. 2 1. 
The land now gaue her increaſe, and abounding 
(as it did) with milke and honey, might bee a ſut- 
ficient Cornucopia to relicueall the tamilies of 1/- 
rael. Sothat ncither nature on the one ſide, nor 
mer 0n the other were like to be the cauſe of this 
ſtrait : this by way of probability. 

Peſtilence, when I conſider this laſt plague and 
puniſhment, although there may be ſome natu- 
rallreafon of it giuen, yet this comming ſo ſud- 
denly without any preuious diſpolttion of 


an immediate arrow ſhot from Gods quiuer, Ye- 
re opus et digitus Dei.. Nor could his kind of 
euill hane beene iu the City if the Lord himſelfe had 
not wrought it. | 

This makes the meaſure of Daurids ſorrow be- 
fore preſſed downe, now to runne oxer when he 
apprehends not onely the Sterres of heauen ro 
fight againſt him, as they did againſt Sifers, but 
cuenthe Lord of heauen with his owne handand: 
ſtretched out arme : Hee whoſe valour whilome 
laughed at the ſterne viſage of Gol:ab, feare and 
trembling is now'come vpon him, and ſorrow as 
upon 4 woman in trauaile : with an enemic hee 


might 
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Danids flrait. 


————————_— — 


might fght or from him flee, but now ſeeingit is 
God with whom he cannot fghr,from whom he 
cannot flee, Now he is ina great ſtrart. 

Bur ſhall not the Iudge of all the world doe 
right £ Indecd in Gods eternall predeſtination 
and cleftion, no man ought to enquire , as why 
laceb is lowed, and Eſau hated, becauſe the Potter 
may doe with the clay as he liſteth. Bur if the que- 
ſtion be made in this particular, it ſhall fully ap- 
peare that God ſought no quarrell againſt Dauzd, 
nor fought occaſion to deuoure or waft the (heepe 


| of his pafture. Why was Iſrael diſcomfitted at 


Ai? was there not an execrable thing among# 
them ? Why did both wind and water conſpire 
the wracke of 10nah ? was not he profugus, 4 run- 
away from God ? Pone penam ſupponis culpan. 
For ſurely the mercy of God being ſo great in 
pardowing ſinne when it is committed, may fully 
perſwadevsrhathe willneuer puniſh till it becom- 
mitted. m_ me hac tempeſtas, (aith 1onah - 
Propter me hac peſtis, may Dauid ay; vntill man 
be 4&or of finne, God is neuer author of puniſh. 
ment. The Philiſtims houſe fals not ypon Samp- 
ſon wnlefle his owne hands pull it downe. 1ſraels de- 


| frui0n isnot but of her. ſelfe : Nox tellus cym- 


bam tellurem cymba reliquit, For as Adam had not 
beenemortall, had he not beene finfull, no more 
ſhould his poſterity cuer ſmart but by the ſorc of 
finne. Whenfinne is finiſhed if we haue not oc- 


caſion to glorific Gods wercy in pardening vs we 
B 3 ſhall 


Gen.18.25, 


Romi.g9. ! J+ 


Iof 7.13. 


Jon.1, 12. 


Jonah 1-12. 


Judg. 16.30, 
Ol. 13.9. 
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Dauid: ſtrait . _ 


Theorem. 1, 


Hor.Carm.lib. 1. 
0d.z. 


Gen,6-13. 
Gen-1$.20. 


Luke 19. 42.43- 


Mart.27.23: 


ſhall be compelled to acknowledge his 7uſtice in 
puniſhing vs. Hence obſerue, that preuious ſinne 
1s alwaies the cauſe of ſubſequent miſery, yea, it is 
proprium, omni, ſoli (though not ſemper ) to haue 
finnethe prodromus,the fore-runner of iudgement, 
and the onely prologue to the ſaid Tragedy of one 
man, or the generall ruine of many : Had not 
Dauid numbred 1ſrael, Gad had nor threatned it, 
God had not Po it, 

The Heathen themſelues could fo farre iuſtifie 
their ſuppoſed gods in this kind as to confefle 
that when ſine preuailed, not before : 


—— Macies & noua febrium 
Terri incubuit cohors 

Semotiq, prius tarda neceſiitas 
Lethi corripuit eradum. 


Had not the old world ſwomme in ſecurity 
and Epicuriſme, they had not floated in that gene- 
rall deluge. Had not Sodome beenetainted with 
ſo filthy finnes, they had not felt ſo fierie a pu- 
niſhment. -Had ler»ſaley: ſeene the day of their 
viſitation, it had not ſcene the day of deſolation. 
Had not Dauid committed ſome great ſinne hee 
had neuer beene in'this great fir 477. 

When P:late heard the people cry out to haue 
Chriſt crucified, hee asketh in the audience of 
them all, What enill hath he done? So reaſon and 


equity may 'heere demand''in Danids behalfe, 


| 


| 
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 Danids ſtrait. 


9ujd mali admifit ? Why will God thus vexc 
and perplexe at the heart-a man after his owne 
heart : the Text anſwers hereunto, verſe 1.D anuid 
hat numbred the people. 

Numbrine of people was vſcd in ancient time 
by Sergins Tulls the Romane, to know how 
many were fit for warre, and the ageamond#ſt 
them was from 17. t046. and in dangerous times 
till 50. and our Sauitour Chriſt commendeth a 
wiſe King who will foie whether he be able to 
meet his enemy or not. Beſide,they were numbred 
by Moſes, Exod. 38.and againe, Numb. 1, why 
might not then an action repeated by Moſes, and 
daily prattiſed by other Princes be as lawſull for 
Dauid. 

Shall Dauid fight Gods battailes, and not know 
the ſtrength of his army ? or zoe in and out be- 
fore apeopie, and not know the number ofthem # 
and thus the verdid of fleſh and blood returnes ig- 
norammws, We find no fault at all in this man, 

Bur ſtay a while fond opinion, and take this in 
| charge, T hat a thing lawfull, nay,good in it ſelfe, 
may in the manner or end of doing, become vnlaw- 
full, and ſo a ſinne : For Omne quod non licet eff 
peccatum. Prayer is commanded, and beſt if it be 
done in 4 corner, that no man may ſee it ; but if in 
the corners of rhe fireet, that all men may ſee, it 
is abhominable. Almes are commended, yet the 
|noyſe of 4 trumpet blowne before them, drownes 
alltheir worth,and leaues them ſplendide peccata, 


and 


Lit, 
Aul. Gel. lb. 10. 


I uke 14 31, 


Mats, 2, 


% 


IO 


Dauids caſe. 


ſinzularity isno better then ſtubbornn-s and deep. 


| ballance of the Santtuary, proued in Goas eftima- 


charge God iuſtly of any iniuſtice, for bringing 


| and inſtruttion, and he that runneth may plainly 


" Danias ftrait. 


and no better. Are things ſo good ſo ſoone tur- 
ned bad * How then are 4/«2eee, things of chem- 

ſelues neyrher good nor bad? Faſting is good if 
it be done to tame the fleſh, and bring it i» [ubie- 

dion : but if xv2porie. bee admixed, to be ſcene of 
men it is hypocriſie. Ifa man out of the weakneſle- 
of his iudgement, ſhall refuſe a ceremony or ge- | 
ſture, as fearing to wound his ſoule by commitr- 
ting idolatry, I pitty his caſc, his ation being to- 
lerable, but if any ftiffe-wecked or ſtiffe-hammed 
Schiſmaricke ſhall doe it, out of oppaſition to 
the order and diſcipline of the Church, his holy 


hypocriſie: Herein then Daxid failed. Firſt, it was 
needlefſe, hauing no warre in hand. Secondly, it 
wasa curious crotchet, zdeo numeratur Ut nume- 
retsr, onely to know. Thirdly, it ſauoured of 
pride to glory in the number of the p=ople, 
which three circumſtances being weighed inthe 


tion, and Danids owne confeſſion,verſe 10. a ſinne, 
a wickedneſſe, an exceeding folly : nor could hee 


of him into this great ſftrazt. 

| Thus wee ſee that came not by fate, bur from 
God, it camenot vninftly, but for ſinne, and this 
ſinne by name was, ao of the people. Now 
the manner of Dazxids falling into this ſtrat, 
ſtands like a pillar of Salt for our remembrance 


reade 


—————_—— re —— 


T 


| him, ' bſignatis rabulis, namely Gods Faithfull 


|ſciples, come wee tothe Papiſts maſter-peece, 


readethis for his obſeruation. . 

7 hat 4 faire Saint may fall into a fonle ſine, nor 
can the beſt man voy himſelfeſo equally with God, 
but that ſometimes by ſinne he fals into his lurch; 
and becomes liable to puniſhment. 

For Daiids part, were not his heart ſo can- 
dide asto confeſlethe truth, we may deale with 


— 


| Regiſter, the holy Scripture, which doth charge 
and challenze him ofa former, and a fouler finne 
in the marter of Yr/ah the' Hittite whoſe blood 
(like the blood of Abel the innocent) * could wit- 
neſſe againſt him: But'what need: we any fur- 
ther witneſſc, ſeeing we hane heard of his owne 
mouth in that penitentiary Pſal. 51. wherein he 
ſheds many teares for ſhedding of pnely this 
mans blood. gn : Hap Dr 
Bur leſt I ſhould by exe Swallow to prouca 
Summer, and for one mans ſinne to condemye the 
generation of the inft : although I deſire norr6 
vncouer the ſhame of the Saizts, yet fith af! 
things are writen for onr inſtruction,giue melcaue 
to ſhew ſome ſpotsand moales which hate been 
no ſmall blemiſh to their perfetion. Amongſt 
the twelnetherewas but one Indas, one ſopne of 
perdition, but one that bar/t his bowels with 4 fall, 
butnone of the reſt eſcaped withour a fall. To 
'omit the ambition of wa 7h fonnes, the zcre- 
dulity of Thomas, the doubting of the two Di. 
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their Dominicall letter of the Apoſtles, Peter is 
reproued for tempting his Maſter, Mat. 16. 22. 
recorded for denying him, Mat. 26. 70. and all 
the Diſciples ſecing their Maſter apprehended 
inthe Garden, for feare forſooke him and fled, 
Mat. 26. 56. 

Nor was this LZeproſie a new diſcaſe in the A- 
poſtles time, or like 19nahs goord, come wp in 4 
zight, but if wee ſhall vſe the Hiſtorians optich 
elaſſe, we ſhall diſcouer a farre off as in a Landſ- 
ceipe ; Noah lye dranken in his Tent, and naked 
too, did not his good ſonnes Sem and lapheth co- 
uer him, 1mmerſus 4914 vine mergitur : Neither 
did any lefſe happen to Lot, whoſe righteous 
ſoule was vexed at the vncleane conuerſation of 
the Srdomites ; the onely man thought worthy 
to be pluckr out of the fire of Sodome , Intat7us 
igne vrit libidine, and his drunkenneſſe commit- 
teda finne, which (had there beene one righteous 
man in Sodome,) his ſoule would tremble to haue 
committed it. 

' To call the life or wiſedome of Salomon in que- 
ſtion in mee, it were but folly, and yertno more 
then he committed, who by the multitude of 
his Dalahs ſuffered his heart to bee ſtolne away 
from God. Tenorizs Archbiſhop of Toleds,ma- 
king queſtion whether Salomon was ſaucd or 
damned, cauſed his piture ro be drawne in his 
Chappell halfe in heaven, and aj” in hell: this 


was abour his ſtate of g/ory, Bur ſhould my rude 
pencill. 


Dauids ſtrait, 


pencill delineare him in the ſtate of race_, I 
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people, halfe in heauen, and halfe in carth,#» hea- 


ſation, in heauen by reaſon of their aſſurance of 
zlory and ſaluation: but ox earth by reaſon of that 
body of ſinne and death which they carry abour 
them, hauing the fleſh preſſing with continual 
fight, and oppreſſing with often conqueſt. | 
When Nebuchadxetzar made choice of ſome 
ofthe children of the Captiuity to ſtand before 
him, he commanded to bring ſuch as were of the 
Kings ſeed, and of the Princes, well fanoured, and 
without blemiſh. $1 verbs audacia detwr, giue me 
leaue to apply this.God the King of heauen hath 
out of his meere mercy choſen out of Satans cap- 
tivity ſome to ſtand before him, they are of te 
Kings ſeed, and of the Princes, ſonnts of God and 
brethren of Chriſt leſus, faire 4 are and plea. 
ſant, the chiefe among ten thouſand. 
Free from the vſuall deformities, but onely 
theyare ſometimes troubled with the falneg ſich- 
| neſſe, witneſle the examples before mentioncd ; 
| and the fall of Danid into this great ftratt ; not 
| that the Protoplaſtes of our ſpirituall feature and 
| perfeftion were the cauſe of this, but euen that 
 originall ſinneand corruption, which «apes and 
| coenterine with vs, pluckes vs by the heele as 7- 
| cob did Eſan,and pinches themia$the Angell did 
| 1acob in the thigh, that they neuer claw off this 


would both pifture him and all the reſt of Gods ' 


uenby reaſon of their holy and heauenly conner- | 


2 __ halting 
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Gen.,2.25.26, 


| Danids ſtrat. 


halting fo long as they liue in theſe horſes of clay: 
 Tlearned this leſſon of Salomon, that God made 
maxvpright, but he ſought many innentions. Adam 
was taught atricke by the Dinell to loſe his happi- 
neſſe : and Danid who was before at large, isnow 
taught by Satan, and brought by him into this 
ſtrait. 
Now although by ſuch enormities of the 
Saints thefe cannot bur accrew aiſhozonr to God, 


| 


ſhame and ſcandal to their profeſſion, and enillex. 
ample to the infeQing of others. Yet Almighty 


| God who broughr light out of darkreſſe, life out 


of death, can alſo bring good out of exzl{, and 
like a wiſe CArchitedt can fo diſpoſe of euery 
peece, (except thoſe for the fire) as to builda 
glorious Temple for the Holy Ghoſt. 

Firſt, hereby is laid the foundation of humility 
in the hearts of men. The aduenturous Chriſtian 
when hc heares of the two Tables of Gods Com- 
mandements, thinkes he can carry them as eaſily 
as Sampſon did the gates of Azz4h,and ſay, Lord 
thou haſt thine owne, all theſe hane 1 kept from my 
youth. Bur finding art the length, like Sawpſor, 
that hs flrength ts 3 as other mens, he is ſtricken 
as low as the Center, and ſhrinks to an Acome in 
his owne conceipt : Now being brought to this 
cbbe he is a good foundation for God to build 
vpon : now growing conſcious of his owne in- 


” O . 
firmities (like Peter walking vpon the water) he 


his 
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cries, Maſter ſane me, now hee willno more of | 


— — A —— ——- TEE ”" 


4 head of gold: Here then is Schola 
4 Schoole to teach a neare way, and a ladder to helpe 


his owne ſtrengrh;but onely of the grace of God, 
which is ozely ſufficient for him. The Swans of 


" Danidfrat. | 


Thames and Po, beholding with a retorted neck 
their goodly feathers, thinke themſclues, Rare | 
aues in terris,but whcn their blacke legs and feete | 
are become the obiedts of rheirf{tghr, then they | 
find that they are, nigris Cygnis ſamillime - So. 
when men behold their lives ta what they are | 
commendable;or tolcrable,the Phariſcehimlelfe is 
not more proudrthenthey ; but when they looke | 
into theglaſlc of the Law of God, then goes the 
hand tothe breaſt, and the word from the mouth, 
O God be mercifull wnto me a ſinner. The liues of 
the beſt men thar liue vpon earth, are like Nebs- 
chadnezzars image, hauing feet of clay as well as 

£ [cala ceb, 


vp the beff way to heauen: O happy daughter of 
fo vnhappy a mother, Now Nathan may bee 
heard if he reproue, Now Saint Peter may catch 
fiſh when the warer is troubled, Dauid before by . 
Sathan drawne beſide himſelfe, is now by Sin dri- 
uen ont of hems ſelfe, As much I conceiue of Peter, 
that his faint heart was now become an humble 
heart : and though Petrus was Petra, yet like the 
rocke inthe wilderneſlc,he yeelded abundance of 
watcr, which makes me giue the more credence 
to Clemens Romanus affirming of him, that hee 
ſpent euery morning in weeping, vntill his eyes 


were dimme with weeping, and deepe furrowes 
C 3 were 


Luke 18. 


Timberl.rrauel. 
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were plowed in his face with teares,#4m vi,quem 


ſepe cadende.Oh that it may cuer be ſecne, thar if 


in the ſeruice of God, the Saints miſſe the firſt Leſ- 


ſox of integritie, they be ſure to readeand leame | 
the ſecond Leſſon of humility : Magi enim Deo | 
placet humilitas ex malt fattis , quam ſuperbia ex | 


bene fatis : He that exalteth himſelfe in his good 
deeds ſhall be hambled, but hee that ſhall humble 
himſelfe for his euzl deeds ſhall be exalted. 
This falling of the Saints into ſinne, though 
caſualland vauſuall, doth worke in them a caute. 
lous and carefull carriage in the ſcquell of their 
liucs : danger is the adequate obicR of feare and 
warineſſe,and ſinne being an auerſion of the crea- 
ture from the Creator, the dangerous and miſera- 
ble effects thereof cannot but deterreand affright 
the once entangled ſoule from any relaps or reci- 
diuation into the ſame. 147 piſcis ſapit. The chil- 
dren of God, who by Sathans malice and ouer- 
reaching policie, are brought ts Sinne, andby 
Gods mercy brought o#t of it againe, do paſle the 


remainder of their time, and worke ent their ſal- | 


uation in feare and trembling. The Turks now iri- 
habiting in that (Tomertimes ) citie of leruſalem, 
hauing an old Prophecy, that the Citic ſhall be 
retaken at the ſame place where before it- was aſ- 
faulted and conquered, haue in and neare that 
place, immured all paſſage,and preuentedallpro- 
babiliry of entring :-in like manner, if S4th4x our 
mortall enemie haue heretofore made aſlaule yp- 

ON 
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on our ſoules, and like a froeg man entred and 
ſpoiled vs : if at the priuie dore of our hearts, by 
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| finfull imaginations , let vs be ſure to keepe owr 


hearts with all diligence:If at the too too open dore 
of our lippes by filthy communication, let vs ſet 4 
watch before our mouth, and keepe the doore of our 
Lps : It he ſhallenter by our cares, which oftcn 
prooue careleſſe Centinels, by admitting and en- 
tertaining 7dle talke,filthy and corrupt communica- 
tion, lying or ſlanderoas reports , rather become 
like deafe men and heare not, then euer that ra- 

ing and malicious enemy ſhall foyle vs at the 
Tke aduantage. 

While thornes and weeds are ſuffered to couer 
the face of the ſluggards garden they muſt needes 
be an hinderance tothe increaſe and growth of 
either pleaſant flower or profitable hearbe, bur if 
thence ira»ſplanted, they are placed in the hedge, 
they ſerue to fence the garden that the beafts of 
the fieldannoy it not : So, while Sinne is ſuffered 
to haue roote in the heart of man, .no increaſe of 
| good, no hearbe of grace can be expected, as out 
Sauiour applies it in the Parable, wherein the 
thornes are ſaid eumiyuy # xiyr, Now if theſe 
thorny and ſoule.wounding fin be remoued from 
the heart and affetion,and placed.in the memory, 
it will proue in ſome ſort good to Gods children 
to-hauc finned, for hauing felr the chaſtiſementr 
by rods, they will tremble to thinke vpon Scor- 


p20ns, and finding Sathan ſo cruelly ryrannizing 
i C4 


4 vpon 
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vpon a ſmall finne, ſo vnfaithfull in a little, they 
will be loath to truſt ſo bad a Conunſellour, or tor a 
| great matter, commir their ſoules to ſo: bad 4 
Steward. 

Can we thinke but Dauid was now growne 
more caxtelo44,0r that if he hadagaine his former. 
freedome, that Satan ſhould againe ſo haue in- 
| ueigled him ? Surely the bought wiſedome of the 
Saints proues good, if notthe beſt : Oh that we 
could be made ſo wiſe by our fins and the fruits 
of them, as by oxe to auoid wany, by ſmaller to 
auoid greater, by the pinch of a w:eſel to auoid the 
pawes of a Lyon. Conſider here what 1 ſay, and the 
Lord gine vs vnderſtanding in things, 

Salomon paſſing by the field of the Sluggard 
obſerued nettles and thornes vpon the face of it, 
and he learned inſtruttion, here is multiplicity of 
learning. What came you hither to learne ? humi- 
lity ? then behold what thou art without the pre- 
uenting grace of God, or if charity iudge here of 
thy falling neighbour as ſubicQ ro infirmity, or 
if further :n#ra&on, tor the remainder of thy 
dayes, carne here towalke wiſely, and worke out 
thy faluation with feareand trembling, | 

S. Paul, 1 Cor.1.20. glorying.in Gods mercy 
and power demands, Where now is the Scribe ? 
where now is the diſputer of this warld ? And ho- 
ping that may glory likewiſe in the truth of this 
propoſedand proued Theorem, I demand, where 
ow is the Papiſt? where the Pelagian ? what is be- 

| come! 


Daitd fait 


Xuxs xo-ozor xaxoy avg, Arrlt hatcht afterward bred vp 
at Welſt-Babylon. | 


Peſtifers vomit coluber ſermone Britannge. 
WhereuntoI may adde, - | TE 
Peitifero docuit colnber ſermone Pilirimas. 


For the Church of Rome hauing /ckt <p the 
vomit of this Arch-herericke (as the Poets are 
Rincd to haue done Homer's) haue. fpit forth the 
| ame againe, to the infetion of many a ſoule, 
Grant we to the Church of Rome(athing which 
they can neuereuince) that' 2eter was head of the 
Church, as P7/ate ſaid to the Ieyyes; Behold your 
X ing, ſo fay I rothem, Behold your 'Ptter, it his 
faults and falls were not like vnto other mens, 
Surely the foundation of the Church being thus 
ſhaken and the vaile of the Temple rent aſunder ; 
| I may caſfily conicdure what* berides the reſt, if 
the caſe goe thus with the greexe tree, whar ſhall 
become of the ary tree? What coſt Peter ſo many 
' teares ? what was the cauſe of this ſtrait of Da- 
| «id, was perfeRion 2 then God is vniuſt. No,'it 
was imperfection, let God be i»ftand the Church 
ofRomea lyar : Dangerons then and damnable 


come ofthe Saints perfetion in this life? This 
herefie was bred in Nerth-Wales,there was this | 


| 


is their opinion, cauſing men fo much to dreame 


of perfeRion th 
hinc 


2 
- Tfive miintaine the b&yd-worman,wee mult 


D kecpe 
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Frey never labour for it procul| 
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Daxids' ſtrait. 
| keepe her ſoz,if we maintaine perfedtion;then alſo 
merits,and not onely that,but another monſtrous 
baſtard with ſixe fingers on a hand, workes of [a- 
pererozation : certainly for perfection of Romiſh 
leſnites thus much and no more will I euergrant 
that they are perfeRin the Popiſh iywoarmutic,ab. 
ſolute HMachiamilians, abſalnte traytors , mon- 
ſters of men and marches for the Diuell. I grant 
them alſo to be meritorious but for all the paines 
they haue taken in our Engliſh vineyard, their 
wages haue becne ſuch as that the Hangman hath 
beene their pay-maſter. Yea,but the Pope (ſaith 
Gretſerus ) rault-needs be holy, Sz nor. ſantitate 
propria, ſanctitate tamen officuu-: and ſo taller by 


poſition plucke this ſtoole from ynder him where 
lies his Holineſle theres Sure their knowledge is 
no more then other mens, all kowing but iz part. 


for Alphonſus de Caſtro affirmes that ſome of 
them knew nothing at. all, Their ſantificatign no 
more then others, for though _Alexapaer the 


Alexander he gaue hisſoule to the diuell, and ſo 


a: iltin&ion.Viharlocpnaris the. 
of Rowe may, conceiuc, or th 


, Church while I haue any being, which { tho 
| reformed in ptherthings): may ſceme defgrimec 
SY -q mn 


Indeed foine Popes knowledge was not. ix part, | 


ſixt were holy by vertne of hu office, yo as he was | 

(by the Schoole-mens helpe) eas d Orin 
6 L276 | 

cir inſalency dare 


head and ſhoulders then his fellowes. But if de- |- 


þ 


maintaine, God let me cuerbea member ofthar | 
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in this : that ir acknowledgeth no particular 
member ofiit to be exempt from hamane fratlty, 
and though not ſubie to the dominion of ſizne,) 
yet falling\many times vnder /innes vinrped go- 
uernment, and'haue daily nced ro be renewed by 
repentance. Holy Dauid though in the generall 
courſe of his lifea man with whom God was wel 


pleaſed, /#o taborat neuo; and the beſt thar lines | 
may ſemel in anno, nay, ſepties in die, fall intoa | 
great ſinneand ſo by the juſt iudgement of God | 


— 


into 4 great ſtair. 1 concludethis Theorem with 


this corollary. That if all the divine and admi- : 
rable gifts and graces of Gods holy Spirit (as -, 


wiſdome , knowledge, ſandtification, exc. ) were 
doubled wpon the head of one man (be heno more 
| thena man) may ſinne of weakneſle, though not 
of wickedneſſe, and offend as griexenſly though 
not ſofrequently as his brethren. 

Thus haue we ſeene Danids entrance into this 
ftirais, now ſeewethe: nature of it, and the man- 
ner how he apprehends it. 

How Dauid apprehendedit : As all miſery and 
ſorrow of it ſelfe is. grieuous vnto fleſh and blood, 
ſo ſome abouc the reſt (by the iuſt iudgement of 
God) is more heauy and grieuous then other, 
and doth more perplexc the mind. of man. Prin- 
cipally theſe two. 

1 For the watter, if it be ſuch as is intolle- 
rable. 

2 | For the warner, if it be ſuch as is incuitable. 
Ds; 1gcobs 
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Apoc. 6, 


laacobs ſeruice of ſeuen yeares for Rachel was 
incuitable, yet being but aſeruice, and ſuch a ſer- 
ice, it was tolerable. ; | 

Iſraelsſeruitude in the iron fornace was intole- 
rable, yet in regard of Gods promiſe to viſit 
them, it proued ewitable. 

But the things here wa 7 to Danid, in 


their nature, were 1, intolerable. Famine, Sword, 
Peſtilence. 


Secondly, Ged that propounded them makes 
them inenitable, Chuſe one : Dauid is onely left 
happy in this, that though he cannot chuſe bur 
hee muſt haue ene , yer hee may chuſe which 
one he will haue. 

That we may the better apprehend the Strait 
of Danza, I will briefely open three Seales, where 
wee ſhall ſee the three Furies which Gad the 
Seer preſents to Danid,to rake a hard and hapleſſe 
choiſe of either ofchem, 


Firſt comes Fame, riding vpon a pale Horſe, | 


killing with hunger and with aeath. Sometimes 
clad in a roabe of immoderate raine and ſhow. 
crs, drowning the worlds plexty, and the carths 
proniſion: Sometimes bearing on her ſhoulders 
heauens of braſſe, and tieading vnder her feete the 
earth of iron ; Sometimes attended with Cater- 


pillers innemerable,to eat vp the fruits of the earth, 


Pale, and leanc ſhe is, more then the picture of 

death, ors in il'a, as well as mors in olla,-and 

which is more,genm miſerabitelethi. VV hen God 
wh 
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| who giues to man the breath of life, ſhall denic 


bread to maintaine life:when Winter ſhall be tur- 
ned into Summer,and Summer into Winter:when 
2 man ſhall riſe earlie, and eate the bread of care- 
fulneſſe,and at night be to care for his bread:when 
men ſhall Saw much, and brine in little: when the 
harueſt ſhall be little, and the labourers many: when 


nie increaſe : is not thisa great Strait ? And yet 
all cheſe arc but :nitia dolorum. Ah my Lord(now 
thinkes Dui) ſhall theſe eyes behold my poore 
Iſrael, running and whining like dogs, and cannot 
be ſatisfied ? Shall I ſee cleanneſſe of teeth, and 
leanneſſe of body in all my Land? Can I endure to 


| ſee-an Aſſes head ſold for 80. pieces of filuer, and 


4 cab of dones doung for 20 preces ? Shall I ſee a 
birth-right bidden fora meſſe of pottage, and will 
not be taken ? Shall bcho:d my poore people, 
like Pharaohs leane kine ? Shall I heare them crie, 
Oh gine vs bread: or we periſh for hunger ? Shall 


| 


their body for want of food. Three yeeres Famine 
haue we felt already, anda ſecond fiege will eurn 
fleſh and loud into skinze and bone, my people 
muſt become meat for wormes, as hauing none for 
themſclues : This puniſhment is greater then can 
be borne , This is t00 great a Strat. 

The ſecond Seale being opened, forth comes 
Warre, riding vpona red Horſe,and he vibridled: 


A tine when all things arc carried by force of 


Armes 


D 3 


one ſh1ll plaxt, another water, and God ſhall de- | 


I ſee mothers re-wommb and re-entomb the fruit of 
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Armes,and not of Reaſon : A time wherein PFyr-' 
rh regards not the aged head of / 1:4, nor yet ' 
the ſacred Altar whereto he flies : A time where- 
in old Jecobs heads ſent with ſorrow to the grant, 
and that-not ſine cede > witnere : Atimc wherin 
Rachel may weepe for her children, and will not be | 
comforted vecruſe they are not: A tyme Paradoxall 
vnto nature, wherein Farents buric their Chil. 
dren : A time when men muſt cither f24t, and fo | 
runne vypona ſod:ize death , or flic, and ſo lead a | 
tedious life : A time of our-cries, of Fathers for | 
their Chil/dren their lincly images, when W/idowes | 
weeps fortheir ſecozd ſelues their husbaxds,when' 
Orphanes lament the loſle of Parents their 
onely ſtayes ; when old menare comfortleſſe, wid. 
dowes helpleſſe,children hapleſſe; men,women,and 
children, all hvpeleſſe. 

Dauid himſelfe had been a May of warre from 


his youth, and had been eye-witneſle of the la- 
mentable events of 'Vayre : That he feared it nor, 
witnefſe two hundred foreskimnes of the Phili-| 
/tines,witneſle the fall of Gotzah,w'tneſle the ſons 
of 4mmon, whom he put vnder axes, ſawes, and 
harrowes : Whereſocucr he marched, acath and 
deſtruttion muſtered in his face : Saul hath ſlaine 
a thouſand, but D and his ten thouſand, this was 
Y ox popul:, and very true. | 

Well then thinkes Danid, I will fght three 
months with the proudeſt enemie thar dare ſer 


foot vp0 the land of 1/ae/,8&rhus hauing thoughr 
he 


+.* 


he { peakes : Nay bur = SETSIT; thou 
muſtnot fiehr, bur flie three months, Now then 
heis ina pl fas Strait, new. histroubled ſpnle 
cannot bur pre 

and now mult he be purſued ?, He aid Wor his 4. 
nemits.as ſmall as. the duſt before thewind,and now 
he muſt flie as duſt befare the wind: If it were for a 
day , hee might the better beare iz,, though the 
Supe. ſhould, fland till to lengthen that day : but 
three months will make the ſtreetes of 1eruſalem 
{treame with blond, the people made aheape of 
dead bodies, andthe ' Citic ahe. ape (of ſtones, God 


filed: Oh then, I cannot cridure, this: wondrous 
| Strat, Poxe tertium, O man. of, God. . let, mee 
heare- the third euill, that though I haue done Wit - 
kedly, 1 may.chuſe wiſely.. 19: Wrrl an! 

| The third Scale behe opened, Peflilence iſo 
forth vpon a blacke Horſe {ling with ſi icknefie and 
death. This ſeemes to be the farreft chorge, as pro» 


' #uance.But yet 1t is a grieuows puniſhment: Store. 
houſes may ſerve againſta Famine : Daxids Citie 
wals (or if not thoſe ) his living walls His Sonldi- 
ers, his Worthzes,may meet hes enemies inthegatt, 
but Peftilenc e fieth t, night, and killeth nt 2oone 
day. One cries, Oh my brother come not ni 
me, for I am infeed : Another, barr'd in - 
command, fhurvpby, ſi Ape, and(yarſe) peng:: 


D 4 - In 


" 


__ rivch euill; Hevied topurſuc, | 


| 


deſpited , the people deftroyed,,; the Temple ae- | 


cceding from the immediate rus of God,' Hd | 
ing bur for three dayes, and ſo ſhorteſtof con | 


loſ.to; 


Ln ———.4 


Lam.1.1% 


home. O bellum Dei contra homines : The houle 


1 


of the Yeſpillo , Who is here dead? then of the;| 


—_— 


in by ſorow ;- CHRSUUre 

ther, O my brother, | 

Laſt, or by this rime dead. Some going ( if ary ſ0 
dare ) tothe ſad funerall of chcir friends, before 
they --<uuc to their owne home, finde their /ong 


may ſhicld men and cattell from the hayle, flight 
may ſaue from the Sword, ſoiourning in another 
country may preſerue from F amzxe, but in this 
contagion, at home our houſes ſtifles vs, abroad 
the ayre infects vs. Bchold now ( beloued ) Da-, 
wids Strait : IF I ſhould fay no more oft his ſub. 
1eR,this Citie knowes what kind of miſery it 1s. 
' Eteyim pars magna fuit:How was it almoſt made 
defolate> , and her marchandize ( whilome 
like that of 7yrs ) almoſt decayed ? When 
hee that had walkt by night, was in more 
feare to haue mer the dead then the living, A | 
wofull time, when there ſhall be morencedeto 
weede the panement then to mendit ; more cries 


T radeſ-man, What doe ye lacke * Otime of deſo- 
lation, dulnefle,and diſcontent ! Now T beſeech 
you againe hauea regard of Danids Strait, and 

conſider if ener ſorrow were like unto his ſorrow, 

wherewith the Lord affliied him in the diy of his 
wrath.Neuer could thezrons enter ſo neare to the 
ſoule of Toſeph, asthis ſorrow to the heart of Da- 
wid. See we now theſe three things propounded, 
as Salomon ſaid of the pleaſures of the world,Y4-. 


nity 


_ 


Danuids ſtrait. 
nitie of vanities, and all is vanitie, ſo may Daxid 
ſay of the f7 uit of ſinne, death of deaths,and all is 
death. Saint Panl was in 4 wonderfull Strait, be. 
twixttwo, life and death ; Dauid is betwixt three, 
and each is death : Famin 4 pacing death, Warre 


— 


3 


acruell death, Peſtilence a noyſome 
4 moſt wonderfull Strait. 

Now in the next place that which is virimms 
erumne cumulus, and makes Daxid abſolutely 
miſerable, that now he is like the Iſraclites that 
ſaw themſclues in an ear caſe, bur they knew not 
how to helpe it. | 

While he js thus ruminating of this hard bar- 
gaine, Gadtarries for an anſwer, and now impa- 
tient of further delay, demands a ſpeedy _— 
on,that hee may returne an anſwer to him that ſent 
him. Thus then at the length our ofthe abar- 
dant ſorrow of his heart his trembling lips and 
tongue veter theſe or the like words of paſtes, Oh 
man of Gad pray for me vnto the Lord,that if it be 
poſſible this pride of my heart may be forginen me: 
Oh carry God my ſighes and zeares, perhaps that 
ſweet incenſe may appeaſe him. Preſent vnto my 
louing God my ftraitned ſonle, and ſee if that will 

ſatiſfie him : tell him, my ſoule cries our of the 
grate of miſery for grace.and mercy. My ſinne 
hath ſo ingaged my ſoule vnto God, that my 
heart is broken, and ſuch 4 ſacrifice my God will not 
deſpiſe. But here the Seer interrupts him. David 
now leaue off paſſion, and arme thy ſelfe with 


eath : Surely, 


| 


—_— 


-—_ 


1H 


patience. 
AN Kat Eg A. 


Sd 


Noth 


Dauid's ſtrait. 
patience.The decree of God is ſet down, and God 

will neuer grant decree vpon decree, the ſentence 

is paſt and may not be rewerſed, thy ſinne was 

oreat,ſo muſt be thy preniſhment. As no coun- 
fell ( though of thy friend ) conld dinert thee from 

the one, ſo noprayer (though nener ſo carneft ) ſhall 
auert from thee the other, Herein was Gad a faith- 

Full meſſeager, but a miſerable comforter. The d1- 

ucll ozehr 1ſ3 acl a ſpight and now he hath payed 77 

them. When Nathan told Danidofhis adiltery 

and murder, hee preſemily abfolues him (vpon 

his repentance)T he Lerd hath put away thy ſine. 

Why may not Gad ſay as much ? Hath Cod for. 
gotten to be gracious ? Oh but if we well remem- 

ber, the child borne of that adulterous bed dyed 

for Dauids finne : and hath God, forgotten tobe 
inf? Thus is Dawidſtillin a great ſtrart. Had hee 
beene now numbring of his dayes, he had applyed 
his heart to wiſedome , but now in numbring the 
pages his heart gaue way to folly. Now not 0n- 

y is he brought to the Logicjans dilemma, but in- 

deed, to T rilemma, as the wifey vied in war, 

caſt it any way, and ſtill one poynt lies vpward, 

obuious tothe face,and hurtfull to the foore. 

Now I conceiue your judicious apprehenfions 

ready to foreſtall me, and already ro conceiue a 

Dottrine which I ſhall propound,as a true borne | 
Childe, lawfully begotten from D aids caſe,and 
my premiſed diſcourſe. 


That 


—— 


Dautis ſtrait. 
| That zt 4 farre eaſier matter to yeeld to ſinne, 
then ts anſwere for it. 

Samp{on was bound with ſeven greene cordes, 
and hee brake them from his armes /ike a thrid. 
Dauid is now tyed with one tw.ſt of a threefold 


cord, and cannot get looſe. I haue heard and read 
of ſome Notfambulsnes, that haue left their beds 


—— - _ 


og” he TI 


in their fleepe, and haue clombe vp ſuch daunge- 
| rous, places, that waking , they could ſcarſe tcl! 
| how ro get downeagaine : So fares ir with the 
| wilfull fonnes of men, who bring led aſleepe tn | 
| ſinne,queſtionleſle dreame of great ſecurity ; but | 
when ther frmber is paſt, when the word or their 
conſcience ſhall awakethem , then their voyce is, 
' the voyce of Danid, Aneuſtior. It may be ſayde 
| of Sianc as the Po-rs ſayd of Venus ; | 
Leiavenire Ven, triftts abire ſolet. 
For linne ſt.1] preſents to mcn wrile, incrindum, or 
hon:#um, which being by and by apprehended, | 
S1than ſuggeſts, man conients, and both their fin- 
ecrs itch till the tear be wrought, which beir 
' once effected, the pleaſure of ſinne laſling but for a 
| ſeaſon,is withdravenc and gone. Sathan deales as 
Ammon did by T hamar, thruſls him out,bolts the 
' Zoore, and takes no-notice of the poore ſinner : 
| Then is poore man lcftt to himſclfe, and hath no 
| company bura wounded conſcience, and then hee 
finds himſelfe in a ſtrange per plexity,in a wonder- 
' full trait. And what I now ( beloned ) ſay con- 
ccrning one ſinner,lI ſay of all ; When xeither the 
E 2 Voyce 


4 


Dauids ſtrait. 


woyce of reaſon can reuoke them, the bridle of Reli- 
gion reftraine them, nor the checke of conſcience 
moue them, they that in the heat of ſinxe will bee 
like Dauid vſing the vtmoſt of their liberty, ſhall 
in the height of puniſhment findthemſelues like Da- 
widina great ſtrait. | 

ButthatI may not ſeeme to want proofe with- 
in the confines of my Text, fixe we but our cigs 
on Dauid, Tis a braue thing to number the pco- 
plez it was indeed : ſo is a Waſpe a pretty thing 
to ſee too, bur it beares a ſting inthetaile, So is 
Sinne Mulier formeſa ſupernt, outwardly and wp- 
wardly faire, but deſinit in piſcem,, whatſocuer the 
premiſes or the promiſes of ſinne may be, the Sin- 
ner may in theend, AI toit as dying Mgripps 
did to his dogge, Abi hinc in malam rem qui per- 
didifii animans meam. See here what Danids 
nambring or prattice in Arithmetique came too. 
Addition of ſinne, Sabſlratiion of _, Multi- 
plication of ſorrow, —_— like the diniſion of 
Reuben, enen great thoughts of heart. 


Ir is the manner of Vorldlings to deale in fin 
as Prodigals doe in expences ſpend, and call, and 
neuer mind the reckoning, no, nor their general 
eftate till powertie come wpor' them like an armed 
wan. Andthusthe ſinner multiplies his tranſereſ- 
ſions neuer minding the fearefull event and dire 
Cataſtrophe of his wickedneſle, when as indeed 
he ſkould like the wiſe builder, fit downe and cafts. 
vp his reckoning. But Satan like a cunning So- 


' 


phiſter | 


— — 


—_— 


| ſures of finne 19 laſt but for «ſeaſon, and inthe cad, 


| uerne his ſhop 


© Danidiftrait. 


phiſtcr, ſets the beft ſide forward, ſeparates the 
end from the meanes, as ifSinne and ſorrow, were 
= no acquaintance, and did not vie to kifſe each 
other, 

S. lohndid cate the booke which the Angell 
eauc him, in hs mouth it was as fweet as honey,but 
in his belly as bitter as gall. But he that ſwalluwes 
the bait which Sat4z giues him,ſhal find the plea- 


bitterneſſe, bitterneſſe. Ene ſaw the apple that it 
was faireto the eye, but after could haue wiſhed 
that ſhe had neuer ſecne it. The Foxe mentioned | 
by Horace, got eaſily into the Garner of cornc, 
but hauing caren his fill could not ſo ſoone get 
out : The hunters horne, debts liuely embleme, 
is cafily extred, bur hard in the egreſſe. A man fal. 
ling downe with the tyde may caſily ſhoot the 
—_— but to returne againſt the ſtreame, hic la- 


may ſlip into hel/and miſery, without either ſps:- 
ling his purple garments, orpinching his well-fed | 
bel, But then there is magnum Chaos, not a wall 
_ world of ſeperation betwixt him and happi- 
neſle. 

The vnthrifty Tradeſman that makes the Ta- 
the Play-houſe his Exchange, 
gaming his trafhque, and whores his cuſtomers, 
when zeed and debt en-Connier him and his for- | 


mer follies like Spiders poiſon himthart he breaks, | 
then and not till thenis hee made ſenfible of his 


E 3 owne | 


ce 


boy,hoc opus eft. Facilis deſcenſus Auerni : Dines | Iunenal. 
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Ads 27,21, 


Dautds ſtrait. 


owne miſery, then his letters certific his f7:ends, 


' and his tongue crics out to his Creditors, Iamin 4 


wonderfull trait, Had that wealth-famous Creſs 
had any more then an after-wit, he had not in his 
extremity needed to cry, 0h Solon, Soloy. Had 
the Mariners beeneruled by Pal, they had - 
ued the wracke of their ſhip, and thelofle of the 
wheat. As Martha ſaid to leſws, Lord if thou 
hadſt beene here my brother had not dicd - ſo 
may I ſay of this andthe like caſe,had Prometheus 
becne there,a wiſedome to foreſcc,and foreſightto 
preuent, neither would any men ar other rime, 
or Dauid atthis time haue fallen into this great 
Yart. 


.  ® . | 
Oh how the denunciation of Gods iudgements 


doth amaze and perplexe the ſoules of Gods ſer- 
uants when they find no expiation or atonement 
for finnc ! Call me now no more Danid beloned, 
call me no mare happy, but hated. © 
What hard hap had David that Gad the Seer 


wasnot a Pope ? If ſome Chriſtian, eſpecially 


Antichriſtian Prince, ſhovld hane the conſetznce 
to be troubled or wounded for ſic!) 1 fine as 
this, a Romziſh Brſhoy (though neither Prophet nor 
Seer) would have raught him atricke to haue a- 
uoided this ſtrait. Gad had no Commiſſion to 
pardoy,butto toll Danid of his finne. But now 
Omnia Rome venralia,ipſa etiam veniaeft venalis: 
Gad xnuld not free Daurd for an Altar built in 
the flowre of CArannah the lebuſite. Rome will 

P _  mullifie 


th 


I TERIDg—_—_— 


Dauads flrait, 


nullifiea finne,, and dcifie a deuill for a contri- 
bution to a Jeſuite : and what 2 Sucha finne as 


ceſt, rebellion, and what not ? Surcly then a Sub- 
ſidie of Peter-pence througi1out all the Land of 
Indeawould have freed them from this puniſh- 
ment, If this be ſo that pradons are ſo frequent, I 
muſt intreat his Holizeſſe to pardon me one thing, 
namely, in that I condemne and abhorre the 
ſowre leauen of the Church of Rome : and lcſt for 
want of judgement and experience of their iug- 
ling, my tongue may be thoughtno flaunder, lr 
any man with ſounder indgement and mature de- 
liberation, perpcnd their practices, and hee ſhall 
ex vnenue leonem, make an eaſte contecture, thar 
all their Relzgzon is ſuperſtition, their pradtices , 
cleanly coſenage, deepe hypocrifie, and horrible ab- 
homination. 

My ſenſes now tell me that many heare this, and 
my Conſcience tels me that I care not who hears 
it : what is ſeated in my heart, were it wiitten in 
my forehead,l vow that I have loſtthe vic of thar 
j hand that ſhould cuer wipe it out, and let my 
tongue cleaue to the roofe of my.mouth, if (vpon 
ivſt occaſion) I ſpare or feare to tell the Church 
of Rome of their monſtrousenormities,and their 
ſtrong delufions,wherewith they fill, the Popes 
coffers with gold, their Clergy withglory, and 
the wnderftanding world with wonder. Durſt Gad 
bleſſe when God did curſe, or pronounce peace, 
when 


numbring the people ? Nay, murder, adultery ,tx-- 


| 
| 
| 


mpp—_— 


* Forma Tri- 
dentin Mate. 
rid Angelicans. 


2nentapatittia pertmlitr. When Gad had broughr 


Damnids ſtratt. 


——— 


when God proclaimed warre : but this is the im- 
= ofthat man of ſinxe, to exalt himſelfe not 
onely as Lncifer, to make his ſtat with the moſt 
high, but to make his CApoſtolicall ſeat aboue 
Chriſt, and to exalt himſelfe sbone all that is cal- 
led God. Ego & Rex meus argued in the proud 
Cardinal! little pollicy ; but Ego & Dew mens, 
argues in that Romiſh Prelate but little picty. If 
ceuer any man grow weary of that Chriftian liber. 
ty wherein Chriſt Ieſus hath placed him,I wiſh him 
no other ſeruitude thena Romiſh yoake : orifany 
man will cancell his ſenſe and reaſon fo farreas | 
to be ruled by them, I dare pawne my hand that 

too much /earning will neuer make bim mad. [ 
conclude this point with a Triaemtine phraſe *, 
Whoſocener ſhall belcewe that the Pope of Rome hath 
any more power of pardoning ſinnes, but onely mi- 
nifteriall, (that is, where God hath firſt par- 
doned and giuen warrant by his word to haue it 
pronounced by the Miniſter, An41hema effto. The 
poſition is true according to our dofrine, the 
concluſion ſhall bee theirs that made it, I hope 
not for ours, but rather for their owne vſe. Con- 
cerning the point thus much. Famo pereant _ 

c 


fſumum vendunt. S. Peters keyes are now abu 


by pepift pick-locks, if theſe men belong to God, 
I beſeech him pardon them effeFnally tor pards- 
ning ſo many, for ſo much, to (o little purpoſe. 

The third generall point - How Dauidtooke it, 


this 


Danits ſtrait. 
this meſſage to Danrd in the 'morning next his 
hearr,we cannot but thinke that he tooke 1t much 
to heart , but yet he ſo demeaned himſelfe, that 
| though the meſſige was gricuoxs yer the meſſen- 
| ger was welcome. He dcales nor like the impi- 
| ous ſonne of Nebat, to bid lay hands wpon the 
; Prophet, nor doth he hate him as 4hab did Mi- 
| chaiah, becauſe he | ae exill and not good, 


| bur conſiders him as the worce of a crier, and the 


a Sb 4 ib < nn t eos tooe 


| m2lenger of thethigh GOD, nor impuring 


| ſo much ro Gad 25 the troubling of 1ſrael. And 
| though Daurd was not Timon-like,to be wrmuitrons 
as dcfirous to ſee miſery and' mortality amongſt 
men, yet he thonghr this word (though harſh of 
| ir ſelf) ro bee good as being the word of the 
| Lord, heneither can nor will challenge God as 
vniuſt,northe Propheras wxfairhfull in his meſ- 


[ 
! 
{ 
' 
| 


heart, in ſaying nothing hee ſecmes to conſent 
ynto God as El; did, 1t is the Lord let him doe 
what ſeemeth him good.9 iuſt Ged,0 faithful Gad, 
O patient Danid ! 

Now could I wiſh that this patient ſpirit of 
| Danid were doubled vpon: I the fintull ſonnes of 
this generation , who are ſo farrefrom patient 


their cares are grated, if nor ſtopt at the R ehear- 
fall Sermon of their finnes: Surcly,if reprofe vexe 
them tothe heart, as it d1d Ahab, tydings of 
iudgement will break their necks,as it fared with 


F ' _ olde 


ſage, but toſhew himſclfe 4 #147 after Gods owne | 


| 


hearing of Gods judgements denounced , that | 


I.Reg-13-4, 
1.Keg-12.8, 
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1-521, 4.18, 
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1.Sam.! 5, 


Dau (ſtrait. 


olde Eh. Is 1; not from hence that men are of 
that 192p.47/e3t ana g64 poivder humour , becauſe 
they louc nat to teare of their faults? Is it not 
hence that rhe Miniſters of God are ſo much diſ- 
couraged ? Is itnochencethat like J97ah , men 
had rather turne marimers then Alrmiſters ? 
Without any further queſtion, hence comes 1m- 
peritence,cu2n fromimpatience:henc: cuſlemeand 
ovduration in Sin : (h<nce in a word) comes that 
which a religious ſoule cannot bur ſce the Land 
deferucth to mourn for. Some Seersare fo choakt 
with a Church and a Steeple, tharthey cannor of 
all other language, pronounce S:nye ina Patron, 
Some darenot adventure to diſpleaſe a great one, 
yea, whoſocuer ſhall dare ( like 7 arquin)to ſtrike 
at the heads of the #«lleft poppies, or like Samuel, 
at th2head of Agaz,ar their greateſt ſin,ſhal inthe 
wiſe cenſurc of lome,be thought ro babble beſide 
his Text, or be enrolled inthe blacke booke, ne- 
uer to have favour at their hands. A true Ari/e- 
telian will never wonder atthe irregular motion 
of the 0rbes, if the 1ntelligences faile in their mo- 
wing office, nor can I wonder at the inordinate 
ations of this ſublunarie world,when Gods 1ntel- 
ligencers dare not tell 1ſracl of her ſinne,and Indah 
x; her tranſereſitons. 

Now if Idurſt aduenture, I could put ſome 
into 4 wonderfull Strait, and bring ſome ſoules 
before the iuſtice of God, whom the 9p:1nion of 
the world hath openly quizr. 


——— 
. 


_ Should | 


| Dauids ſtrait. 
Should I ſay that Simen Magns is turncd a great 
Patron of Benefices amongſt vs , and that his bo- 
ſome-ſernant 2u1id dabis were a diſpoſer of Li- 
uings, [ know not how this Age would take it : 
Should I ſay that ſome gallants weare Vicars 
cloarhcs, or ſpend the Clergies bookes in yellow 
ruffes, they may perhaps, haue pepper ix the noſe, 
as well as Cloues inthcir ba»ds.Or ſhould I con- 
demne the generall Apoſtacic of the world, from 
| thar good cſtare and plight wherein our Fathers 
| have knowne it,ſome Szorcall Athenian may iuſt- 
1Iy,as his wiſedome thinketh, aske what will this 
| babbler ſay ? If they or any of them will needes 
know, then thisI ſay(and yet not I , but others 
| whoſe ſhooe latchets I am not worthy to looſe ) that 
for the parcicular finne of Sacriledge all thar is ſo 
| gotten, is aurum T hoeleſſanum, and that all the 
bread at ſuch Patrons tablesare cheat loaues, And 
for the generall cſtare of the whole world (as one 
ſayd bitterly of Rome ) probabilius et firui nouam 
uam emendare antiquam,more like to haue anew 
Rooks builr,then the old ro be amended : ſoIfay 
of the world, that it is more probable ſooner to 
ſec ic changed in ſubſtance then in manxers, in re- 
oard that ( ſofarreas I ſee) the world is likely 
ſoonerto ceaſe to be,thcn to be wicked: and hence 
is noft11 mundi calamitas, that men had ratherten 
times commit one finne, then once heare of ten 
ſinnes. 
David tooke all in good part that Gad ſpake, 
7 Al 


though 
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Datids ſtrait. 
though it were neuer {o harſh, and blamed none 
| but him{zlfe for being brought into this Strazt : 


OV CC eo ER EO en" CI Io er 


would Herod hcare the r.proofe of 10/72 Baptiſt 
 ecadly, then would euery man fo hrare ihe word, 
| as tO amend his life according te the word, then 
| would God be hoxonred, his Miniſters comforted, 
| and the World well amended. 


loud and ſpare netto lift vp our veyces like atrum- 
pet, andtodeale as that oppreſſed widow, moue 


as Lyons in Gods cauſe. Let Peter tell S7mon Ma- 
ews plainely,that he is in the gall of bitterneſie,and 
the boud of iniquitie : Let Paul tcll Elymas the 
\ ſorcerer that he is the child of the dizell, if he be 
full of all wickednefle ; We muſt learne of Gad, 
not ſpare ts ſpeake, though we ſpare to ſpeed. And 
all godly and conſcio:able hearers muſt learne 
| of Dauid to heare with quietnes, to beare with pa- 
| trence, and to mend with willizents. 
| As Danid chides not with Gad, ſo he quarrels 
; 20t with God ;and though(as our Proucrb goes ) 
| loſers muſt haue leaue to ſpeake ; yer hee ( though 
(I ſuppoſe)r heartwaxed hote within him) newer 
ſpake with hs - ro tuſtifie himſelfe, Thus might 
his Pharifaicall thoughts haue ſuggeſted : Ah my 


| 


— : ; IT F IIIIO 


Lord 


them with vnceſſant preaching, and to be bolde | 


; 


j 


I woald chat all that heare me thisday were here- | 
in notalzzof?, but altogether ſuchas Danzid, then | 


| Bur if the deafe Adder will 87 heare when wee 
charme the world with zeale and diicretion hap- | 
pily vaitcd, then the Loid commands to cry a- 


; Dani ſtrait. | 


Lord, I havea long time gone in and outbelore 
; this thy people: O Lord rhou knowelt that I loue 


39 


' thee, and haue with all my heart ſticken ro thy 
| teſtimonies, I haue had fo great a care of my 
| wayecs, as not to offend in my tongue : O thou 
| Lord, goodand gracious, full of mercy and com- 


paſſion, is thy mercy cleane forgotten ? or ſhall 
| all the former paſſage of my life be roo little to | 
expiate one ſmall ſ1tnnc? Thou madeſt proffer of | 
mercy to fine Cities, for ten riehteors, and wilt | 
thou not ſpare oze man for oze finne ? Thou thar | 
pardoneſt ſuch a number of finnes to thy people, ! 
wilt thou not pardon ſuch a finneas numbring of | 
the people? Thus might Danid ſcem to haue plea- | 


-——— 
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Law hauing pleadcd for the life of Horatrzs (who 
had murdered his Siſter ) and not preuailing, the 
Father ofthis Horativs demands of the Romans, 
iHhether they could lead his ſonne to death, bur |! 
his owne demerits and valiant as would cuen | 
give a dumbe ſhew to haue his life ſaved : So | 
might humane indgement ( had it now beene Ad. 
uocate haue pleaded for Danid, but it would not 
haue preuailed, nor haue beene a ſufficient baule, 
to haue freed Dauid from this v»ſsſpetted Sinne, | 
and wrexpedted ſorrow. | 
Now he that hath an eavye to heave, a heart to 
conſider, anda memory to remember, cannot in | 


' 


ſenſe but heare, in reaſon he muſt vnderſiand, and. 


(vnlcſle he will forget hjmſelfe) remember rhis | 
F 2 _ for! 


ded for himſelfe. Trlls an interpretcr of the | Apud Lininom, 


——— 
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Dottr. 


Reuz +2Z s 


Samn.17. 
Swueton, 


TIudg. 16.18. 


1 Reg,q 9. 


| — — —— 


for his :n#ruction, That the waight of mans me- 
rit is not ſufficient by many graines to counterpoiſe | 
the burden of one wilfull ſinne if God be extreame 
to enter into indgement with the Sonnes of men, 
though they be ſuch as are indeed the Souncs of | 
God. | | 
How fairc ſocuer the preccedent part of their | 
livzs haue been both in thcir publique and prinate | 
callings, yet that grear King of heanen who can | 
eſpic one man amongſt miny without a wedding | 
garment : can in his omn{cience, and may, and | 
doth often in his 1#ſtice enter into ;udgement for | 
tae commiſſion of one finne,eſpecially if wilfull, 
as was this of Danid : as we ſee in the Church of 
Epheſus, though laudable for her workes, her la- 
bour, her patience, andperſeneraxce, yet there is a 
ſomething that God hath againſt her for which 
he will remzoze the Candleſticke out of his place ex- 
cept ſhe repent. . 
Many plankes well pind and calkt, make the 
Ship to float : oneand bur oxe /eake will ſincke it. 
One wound may ſtrike Goliah dead as well as three | 
and twenty did Ceſar. One Dalilah will doc Samp- 
ſon as much ſpight asall rhe Philiftims.0ne wheele 
broken ſpoiles all the whole  clocke. One weines 
bleeding will let out the witall ſpirits as wellas 
more. One flic will ſpoile a whole boxe of oint- 
ment. One hearb Celoquintida ſpoiles all the 
pottage. One Apple loſt Adam the pleaſant Pa- 
radiſe. Onelicke of haney endangered thelife of 


7 
' 


{x Sam» 14.27. 


loyathay. 
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Daud: flratt, 
Jonathan. One Ac94n wasa trouble to all 1/7ac”, 
One 1#n4h, if faulty, is Jading too heauy for 


a whole Shippe. And one finne is exough ro 


procure Gods anger, and foo much fora man to 
commir. 

Now that God may not be challenged of a- 
ny iniuſtice , as though hee would eafily picke a 
quarrell with men, heare what S. James auer- 
reth, That he that failes in one point, us guilty of 
all. | 

A ſtone caſt into the midſt of the water, trou- 
bles cucry parc of the water, cuen to the very 
banke. 

But I ſpeake not this as if any man hauing com- 
mitted one ſinne, ſhould in a deſperate moade, 
aduenture the commitring of more, becauſe 
when he hath done all, he can but be found guil- 
ty, and ſo puniſhed. God forbid that any man 
ſhould heare like Malchme,with his left eaxe only, 
But this is my drift ( if it were poſſible ) ro de- 
rerre and affright the hearer from countenan- 
cing,or giuing the leaſt entertainment to the leaſt 
finne whatſocuer, or thc leaſt motion of that 
finne. 

As it was ſpoken in another caſe, Ex _—_ ge- 
nere ne catulus quidem educaname : SO I lay,in re- 
ard ofthe purity of God, who can abide xo ſin, 
and his iuſtice, which may puniſh every fin; let vs 
not giue way to «ny fin. Andif Godzhus take ac- 
count of oxe ſinne, let vs take heed of all finne : as 
| being | 


T'Þ 


po 


| lol 7.25. 
lonab 1 7. 


ler.22.24. 


Danids ſtrait. 
being accomptable for in Gods ſight. One' 
finne, a ſmall ſinne in mans iudgement, may pro- 
' cure and prouoke God to fend a heauy judge. 
| mcnt. | 

|  Secondly,we may hcre obſcruc the impartiall 
| hand of God : may not David be ſpared for a 
"{inne ? true it is, venta leſo numine nullus habet. 
| Conyah if he offend, though he were the Siznet on 
| Gods right hand, God wit! cut him off. Neuer was 
any ſinne committed, but muſt be puniſhed , ci- 
therin the ſipxer, or in the Sawzony : and though 
ir be quoad eternam panam, pardoned and puniſhed 
-in the $dr/97, yer ir ſtands with the itſtice of 
God, tcraporally to puniſh a /r7/e rare in a great 
Saiat, yea one onely finne, though in his owne 
children. Dauzd 1s noted but for one finne before, 
and forthar one his one child borne in advlterie 
died. Which kind of proceeding in almighty 
God,though it may ſeeme harſh and bitter as the 
waters of Marah , yet hence it doth receiue its 
| dulcoration,in tharirt procceds trom a bleſſed 1ri- 
' nity of attributes inalmighty God. his nftice, his 
 holineſſe, his wiſedome,luſfice puniſhing one ſinne, 
| his holineſſe brooking no linne, his wiſedome pre- 


venting many f1nnes, all concurring in one act of 


| . : 
| puniſhing. 


Sabaoth requires holy thovghts,holy words, holy 
ations, and therefore any thing that iSwnholy; 
muſt needs griene his holy ſpirit:and tharnor only 

| in 
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His Holineſſe, that holy, holy, holy Lord God of | 


I ts Is ts as _ 
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Dantis ſtrait. 


l1 Cain, Saul, Iudas, In!1an, ec. veſſels of wrath, 
and ſonnes of perdition, bur allo in the veſſels of 
| honor & the heyres of grace; nay further,taking in- | 
| decdrhe matter more hainouſly at their hands. As 
| we reade of Ceſar, who of ſo many wounds giuen 
| him ar hisdeath, complained of none bur of Bre. | 
| tizs Kel ou Trey and thou my ſen ! So for leruſalem 
to play the harlor, the holy City become a cage of 
| vicleane birds, he will neuer. endure. 

| As one good motion and inclination in the 
| young Man made Chriſt begin to lone him, and 

the ſparkes of goodnefle thining were wel-plea. 

fing vnto him (though the young man were not 

right.) So on the contrary, one cuill admitted 

and perpetrated by a child of God, makes God | 
in his holinefle diſlike and diſtaſte (though not 

abſolutely and finally the perſon, yet the ſinne) 

| by whomſocuer committed, nor can there bee 

| any peace betwixta righteous God and a wret- 

| ched ſinner. 


: : . 
| His w:iſedome who (ſeeing ſinne the daughter 


' 


i of impunity, and the fruirfull mother of {ſuch a 
| damned brood,) doth prizcipits ebſtare, killing this 


; Cockatrice inthe egee, and preu-nting this din- 
| gzrous and farre-creeping fire before ir run too | 
| farr> and rage too forc, dealing as a wiſe father 
with his child, who breakcs him of his »xtoward 
diſpoſition before it grow to a ſetled habit : men 
are of that diſpoſition which God complaines 

of, Pſal.50.15.T heſe things haſt thou dene,and 1 
| | x = held | 


Mat.1g. 


« 
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> 
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Dauids ſtrait, | 


held my peace, and thou thoughtit I was enen ſuch a 
one as thy ſelfe : and rheretore it followes, 1w!ill | 
reprooue thee, and ſrt b:fere thy face in order the 
thinss that thon haft done, If hee ſhould not | 
aurem vellere, and makz his iudgcments the rewo- 
ra's of ({inne, Either the God of 1acob world be 
thought not to regard tz, or the reuenging arme 
to. be ſhortened, orel{c that Godlaying afid- his 
holinetT:, did in part begin to approuc tho{c of 
which his ſoule hath ſ1id heretofore 1 hate them. 
The leaſt of which three gaps being layd open, 
the Gadarens Swine ranne not 19 faſt and headlong 
into the Sea, as men would poaſt and precipitate 
themſelues ro the bottomlefle gulfe of Rell. 

His 1«ftice, who though helouc his Saints with 
an Eternal loue, yet is not bound to the tollerati- 
on of the leaſt, nor the conniuencie at any finne : 
but on Gods part,that he may declare his juſtice, 
and on their parts, that they arc Soxnes, and not 
baſtards, doth affli:i?, corre, and chaſtiſe them : 
and though Tweiz 2 final! aud deſtrozing puriſh- 
ment bs properly the portion of rhe wicked, 

et his iudgements «7 &wpaner ſor inſiruction , 
and 7 &Dadiryua for warning and example, are no 
more ofren then iuſtly let looſe vpon his ownc 
Children, and albeit God hath promiſed to ſpare 
them, yet hee will but ſpare as a man doth hes 
Senne, notto free from a fatherly correition, aut « 
from ſconrges and whips, which are onely for the 
backs of fooles , and wounds, which arc for the 


hairie 
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.{ againe con{tder and remember this, you that for- 


| Danids ſtrait. 
hairie ſcalpes of ſuch as goe 01 in their wickedneſſe : | 
So then, his holineſſe, his iuſtice, and his wiſdome | 
being rhe moving cauſes of this ation, we muſt | 
in ſuch a caſe with 1ob, lay our hard wpon our | 
104th, and with old Els, reſt contented : 1t & the 
Lord, l:t him doe what ſcemeth him good. 

Now if tudgement beginne at the houſe of God, 
ard if he righteous ſhall not be ſpared, what ſhall 
come of them,mhat ſhall be their end that obey not 
the Goſpell of God ? If thou Lord be extreameto 
| 247 ke what 1s done amiſſe : yea by thy Saints ſo 
| deare and pretious in thine eyes : yea the very ap- 
ples of thine syes : Oh what a fearcfull expectati- 
| On is it of indgerment and fierce indignation, which 
| ſhall deſtroy the aduerſaries of God 7 If Danid tell? 
| into this great ſtrait tor one Sinne, what ſhall be 
| done to Edem, Moab, and Tyruw,for three tranſ- 
| greſcions and for foure ? but fire, a deftroying fire, 

which ſh:ll conſume Teman of the Edomites, Ke. 


Darid be auenged ſenen-fold , ſurely the vngodly 
that drinke itt ſinne like water, and draw iniquitie 
with cordes of vanity,ſnall be azenzed ſenenty times 
ſeen fold. If this be done to a green tree, what ſhall 
| be done to adrietree? Confidcr,and I beſcech you 


get Goa : you whoſeliucs are nothing but a c@n. 
tinuall rebcllion, and griening of the ſpirit of God, 
To you I ſpeake gnorum etjam laudabils wita 
dammabilis eft, (i cum Danuide cornferatar © thoſe 
. G 2 whoſe | 
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rioth of the cMoabites, cnd the walls of Tyrus ? It | 
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Plal.130.3. 
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& 2.2, 
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Danids ſtrait. 
wheth moſt laudable part of their Jivesare odious 


ifany way paralleld with Danza. If no ſighes, or 
teares, or prayers could expiate his f1n, or divert 


Gods ivftly conceiucd diſplcature, Tfay ro them | 


and y<t not I,bur the ſpirit of God himſclf,that 


albeit they ſhall hide themſelues in dens,andin the | 


rocks of th! monntains,that neither rocks nor monn- 
taines(though they ſhould fall pon them)ſhalbe able 


— ——— _—_— 


to hide them from the face of him that ſitteth wpon | 
the throne, 1nd from the wrath of the Lambe.]tthe 


mcditation of this were ſcared inthe Hearts of vn- 
oodly and wicked men, although no ſoz-l;ke, yer 


| cuen a ſlawiſh feare would curbeand bridle the wn. 
tamed colts of the world, when they ſhall confi- | 
' der how in euery fin,they doe but heape 'p wrath | 


againſt the dy of wrath, and reuclation of the righ- 
teors indgement of God. Thisbeing duly confide- 
red,he that is vninſt,would fcarſe continuc vninſt 
fill; nor he that « filthy to be filthy*ſt:ll : But hee 
that ts holy would be holy ſtill, he that & righteous 
world be righteous fiill : For as Anguſtine, Qui 
non reddit Deo faciendo quod debet, reddet ei pati- 
endo quod debet. Wholo doth not what he ſhould, 
ſhall ſuffer what he would nor. 

Bur left while I keepe Danid in this f{rair, TI 
ſhould runne too muchart large, I comenow in 
the laſt place , to the bailing of this priſoncr 
out of the tedious /ittle-eaſe, and ro ſhew vnto 
you M the four:\circumſtance propounded, how 
he freed himſclf, and with how much wiſedom. 


: 
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| 
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Danid, ftrait. " | 


quam queat minimo. When Ilan was oppoled 
by the hand of heauen, he was ſo obdurate in his 
Sinne, that Yeciſfi Gelilee and his bloud came our 
; together; this was horrible obſfrnacrie. When $4ut 


| was ina Strait,he fell on his owne ſword and dy- | 


| ed, that was deſperation - When Ahaz telt the *,.Chron. 28.22 


| hand of God, he ſinned more and more, this was | 
| fl: rebellion, None of theſe courſes like or pleaſe ' 
Dawid, butas Theſeus in the Labyrinth, gate out 
by the helpc of Ar:adnes Clew; lo Danid by the | 
prom and direction of the Spirit of God, and | 
y ſpirituall Wiſedome, freed himſelfe trom | 
this great $7rart. | 
Some Hebrewes imagine, that the laſt word of 
Gad in propounding, gauc Dauid (ome hintand | 
direion for his choyce, becauſe the ſame word | 
Dabhar wich ſome changing of points,{ignifieth | 
the Peftilence, which in Gads ſpeech ſignificth in- | 
decd onely, What word ſhall 1 carry him that ſent | 
mc : and this by a reuerendand learned Diuine | 


was a prudent and wiſe man, and needed not any 
direQion for ſuch a choyce. But now Dauid be- 
ing hard pur to ir, thinkes with himſelfe : As I 
haue done fooliſhly in commytring the fin,l would 
faine deale willy in the choyce of the puniſhment. 
As hee that is immurcd within fome high wall, 
will make choyce cf the low<t part to leape 
| Bucr. 

| G 3 


Thus 


Qua prudentia evaſerit! Redimit ſe ſapiens captum | 


IIII 


| 1,.SAM.31 4» 


Platarch 


\ 


of our owne is worthily refuſed ; becauſe Danid "— in lo. 


Danids flrait . | 


TA@&.27.30. © 


1ob.Petit.hift. 
Netherlands. 
Iver. $1t.10. 


|ſeth that euill wherein hee may bc ſocrus dolore, | 


| hee forſooke his armie, and fled to Brnſels : and 


Thus then he reſolucs; Iam indeede flrarted, 
Lupum anribus teneo: Now as ex duobus malis mi- 
nus , fo ex tribus minimum eſt eligendum. It I | 
chooſe Warre, I feare many enemics to offend | 
me : now melings eft timere unum quam multos. If 
I choofe Peſtilence I feare but one. If I choole | 
Famine , the poore will pay for it:If Warre, the ' 
weakeſt goto the walls. Now GadTam reſolued, | 
tell the Lord that ſent thee, this is my anſwere : 
Let ws now fall into the hands of God, for hu 
mercies are great, and not into the hands of mes. 
In which choyce we cannot but obſerue; firſt, 
Dauids Charitie, ſecondly his Fiety , thirdly his 
Wiſedome. | 
Charity : Oftentimes (yeaand too often) delr- 
runt Reges, plettuntur Achini, Dauid had now of- 
fendcd, theſe poore ſheepe of 1/ſrael, what had they 
done ? Hee offers himſclfe, and his fathers houſe, 
verſe 17. for 4 peace offering: but fith it is commu- 
ne malum, by Gods immutable decree, he choo- 


willing indecdto bearea part in this dolcful Tra-| 
gedy, never deſiring like the Mariners, toſcap2a 
generall danger ina cock-boat, but offering him- 
ſclfe ro be a ſharer inthe preſent danger, by cha- | 
ſing an eaill which doth equo pede pulſare paupe- 

rum tabernas, Regumg, turres. We readof Cards- 
nall Albert, that at Newport battatle in Flaunders, 


| of Xerxes, that he fledde vix wna naue, cruentis 


 fludlibus 
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Dantds ſtrait . 


fluitibus, ec. but Daxid more charitablie ſtayes 
thebrunt, and cquals his weale or woe with his 
ſubicats, whom his Sinne had brorght to thiscx- 
tremiric. 
His Pzetie : Warre would without reſiſtznce, 
haue prooued but a mſſacre : 3nd this (now 
pon tricke) would hauc madethe field a ſham- 
bles, and turned the flenr:ſhine citics of 1ſracl into 
Golzotha, a place of skulis, and into Aceld ama, a 
field of bloud. And the inſulting cnemie would 
haue ſpread their ban ners 1» deffarce of the Lord : 
this would haue cut Daa/dtothe heart, to hauc 
| ſeenc not onely the place of his honour made a 
reproach,butalſo ta55> 1422, his own honor 
into ſhame - for though his enemies had beene 
but the rod of God's furie , they would haucaſcri- 
| bed their victory to the power and mercy of 
their gods (as onc? the Philiſtims did tu Dagon) 


- and ſo Me robbed God of the honour due wnto 


his Name : Which Dauid moſt deerely tendring, 
choſe rather to hauc God the auenger of his own 
quarrcll, then to haue the daughters of the uncir- 
cumciſed either reuell in the ruins of 1ſrael , or 
take away the glory of God, which he will gine to 


noue other. 
His Wiſedeme : not grounding his choyce vpon 
Sands, as a fooliſh builder, or vpon ſtat pro ratione 


voluntas, like an vntuterd moraliſt; nor yet vpon 
a bare T heorie or contemplation, as the naturaliſt ; 


but vpon a ſetled and grounded experience of the 
metrcies: 


| 49 


to 


Iud. 16:24, 
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mercies of God : Which he knowes ſo well, that 
his knowledge doth apprehend them,and his rongue 
dare boldly pronounce them , that his mercies are 
| great, or ( as the original ) inthe diſcrete quan- 
| tity, they are many. Nor doth hee choole to fall 
into the hands of God, becauſe hu indgements are 
' few, but becauſe his mercies are many. But why 
| now ſpeakes Daxid of Gods mercies, when God 
is now bent ro puniſh ? and it ſeemes, hath for- 
Note. gotten to be gracious. Becaule that God in the ve- 
ry at of adminiſtring tuſtice, and puniſhing his 
children, doth ſhew and fer forth no ſmall mea- 
ſurc of his goodneſle and mercy. Ifany ſhall de- 
maund { as Nicodemas 1nanother caſe ) how can 
theſe things be ? doe but ſee, and you ſhall under- 
ſtand; doe but obſerne, and you will conſent, That 
the motto of the moſt afflicted ſoule may be,T he 
| merctes of our God are great, The rather for theſe 
| reaſons following : 0 
In thea& of puniſhing, God puniſheth a little, 

' and pardoneth agreatdeale,notſuiting hisplagucs 
according to our deſerts, for then wee ſhould be 
conſumed : but as alouing and mercifu]] Credi- 

| tor, when the debtorowes an hunazed, bids him 
| take his pen and write ffrze, oratthe moſt, fonre 
ſcore : nay indeedenot taking ſo much as fixe in 
the hunared of his debtors,cutting off onely the 
hemme of our garment, or the ſkirt of our rayment, 
; when wc owe vnto him our ſoules as forfeit by 
reaſon of our tranſgreſſion. Any finne committed 


” 


againſt 


| Danid ſtrait. 


againſt our infinite God , deſerues an infinite pu- 
niſhment : It God therefore ſhall abate erernirre, 
and ſend vs puniſhment, is not his mercy great ? 
If when we deſerue many #tripes, he giues vs but 
ſtripes, is not his mercy great ? for manin this 
kind, would haue had the wimoſt farthing. 

Inthe cnd —_— , farreis it from God 
| ro ayme at the deſtrution of his people ; nay hee 
' aymes at their in/trudZion, that they might learne 


' to keepe his Statutes and Commandements. And | 


; whereas an enemie would fanditus delere nocen. 
tern ; that his name, nor the name of 1ſrael might 
| be had no more in remembrance, Gods wayes are 
| BOt 4s MENS WAYES. 
| Godindeede ſometimes deſtroyes the body 
| that he may ſaue the ſoulc; he puniſheth his chil. 
dren with the wor/d,that they may not be condem- 
ned with the world : Others take vengeance our 
of hatred, God out of his love,Caftigans non quod 
odio habeat, ſed quod amet. The originall of this 
action being ſo farre different, muſt of neceffitie 
ſuppoſe a contrary end. A great Armada pre- 
uailing, kills vp all. {4 Powder-treaſon vadrſcoue- 
red, blowes vp all - 46 vno intenditnr rnina, ab 
| altero doftrina. God meanes good, man meancs 
| miſchiefe. 
In the manner of puniſhing, Gods mercies are 
reat. Albeit the iuſfice of God be mooued, and 
is patience pronoked : and though with men, 
L afa patientta vertitur in furorem, Patience pro- 


uoked 
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uoked turncstoFurie : and yet not furor brewis, a 


ſhort furie, bur an irreconcileable hatred - Yet | 
God (though offended ) will not alwaics be ch7- | 
ding ,neither keeper he his anger for ener : yoa,al- 


thongh he whet his ſword, and bend his bow, and 
make ready his arrowes , yet a poore ſoule may 
haue a prelent appeale, a Deo irato, ad Denm pla- 
catu:a,b-ing to appealable and facile, vnro juch as 
ſhallvpon the bended knees of their ſovles ſuc 
out grace and pardon, by renouncing of their 


ſinacs, and relying vpon his great mercics. Nay, ' 
the Lord himſclte of himlelfe, in this preſent 
plague, without any intreaty ( ro the comfort of 
penitenr ſinners I ſpcake it ) did commaund the | 
deſtroying Angell to hold his hand, as gricuing | 


ro ſee the miſery of his people: and that ſo ſoon, 
that Danid hadnot timeto offer any ſacrifice pro- 
pitiatorie, but atthe ceaſing ofthe plague, a free- 
will offering zratulatory, for the remouall of fo 
hcauy atudgement, 

In this very puniſhmen:,the Lord is more then 
iuſtifiable 77 all bis wayes, and holy in all his works, 
and had he now decreed that whatſoeuer was /ef7 
of the famine, the ſword ſhould deſtroy, and what- 
ſoener was left of the ſword, the peſlilence ſhould de. 
ftroy,and {o haue ſent althoſe three fries of helfat 
once to hauec aſſailed 1/rae!, what curſed Athciſt 
durſt hauc ſaid or thought, but the Lord is ;uſt- 
but now hehold himallo merciful, he opens bit 
one Seale, ſends but one puniſhment. Nor isthart 

poſitiuely | 


_ 


Daui 1s ſtr att. 


poſiriucly ſer downe, or cald out by name,to cn- 
rer combat with 1/rae/, bur left arbitrary to Da- 
wid : Chuſe one + It is much if beggers may be chu- 
ſers, more if ſinners. Traian intending the death 
of Sexcca, bade him make choyce of the manner 
of his death : T 147an was crucll in his decree, 
chough kind in ſuch a prefer. God no: cruell, but 
| mercifull vnto all his workes, makes Dauid heere 
; pronounce the ſentence of iudgement.Chuſe one: 
Isnot heere great mercy 7 Now Seneca in his 
wiſedome choſe the caficſt to bleed to death in 4 
bath:and Dauidnow having conſidercd the mer- 
cies of God, great ofthemſclues, but yet greater,if 
comparcd with the mercies of men,chuſcth to faf 
into the hands of God, who is inſt ind merciful in 
the ac? of puniſhment, gracious and mercifull in 
| the end of puniſhment: patient and merciful in his 
manner of pumſhment, and laſtly, exceeding mey- 
cifull in this very puniſhment As the great mer. 
cicsof God may iuſtly prouoke our admiration, 
ſo Danids wile choyce may be iuſtified ( as Chriſt 
| did chat of Mary) he choſe the better part, tofall 
| into Gods hands, whoſe mercics are great. Can we 
now but wonder at Danids choyce when (. all 
things conſidered ) ipſainftitia Dei fit miſericor- 
dia.Foolith and vnfortunate was the ingrefſe in- 
tothis ſinne, but moſt prudent and happy the 
euaſion out of it. 
But how was it ſo happy, ſecing the Apoſtle 
(toaffright from Sinne EG and dcfines 
2 [i 
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Dauids ſtrait. 


It is a fearefull thing to fall into the hands of the li- 
ving God? Afecr that I haue ſerued neceſſity in 
the reconciling theſe two places, I mult obey the 
time. Thus then brictely. | 
Two things mult here be conſidered, Firſt,of | 
what maner of finne and finners the Apoſtle {pca- 
keth, namely, of thoſe that tread wnader foote the 
Sonns of God, that connt the blond of the Couenant 
wherewith he was ſ[anitified, an unholy thing, and 
hane deſpited tbe ſpirit of grace, as appeareth verſe 
29. But Dautds calc and theirs are not alike : his | 
was a Sinne, but ofachild of God,it was a Sine, | 
but of :nfirmity : Theirsarc Sinnes, but Sinnes of 
reprobates : theirs arE Sznes, but of that nature, 
that the firſt is 7ztolerable, the ſecond is like vnto | 
ir, «bhominable,and the third as Chriſt the trnth it. 
ſelfe hath pronounced, 7mpardonable, either in | 
this world, or in the world to come : That is ( ſa- 
uing Bellarmines patience ) they ſhall not haue a. 
ny ſenſe or feeling of pardon in this world, or 
bencfite of remiſſion of finnes in the world to 
come : or(as our Church )in ſhorter termcs, e- 
wer. Herethen is the caſc;It is one cale to appeare 
before a temporal Iudge as a malefac7or in wrong 
or violence to my xejghborr, which may be an- | 
ſwered and auoyded by ſome legall meancs - or 
ifnot, the puniſhment may cxtcnd to loſle of 
goods or good name, and rottouch lite, Iris a- 
nother cale,when a maa ſhall appeare as guilty of 
that roaring ſin of Treaſon agarxſt his Ct 7 | 
" Þ bus 
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( a monſtrous finne, worthy ten thouſand deaths, 
if a malefaQor had ſo many liues) what a wofull 
and fearcfull caſe is this ? So 1t- is one _ to 
ſinne , and another thing to finne with ſo high 
an hand,and herein it is 4 fearefull thing to fall in- 
to the hands of the lining God. 

The Apoſtle ſpeakes not of remporall indge- 
ment but eternall. Now in eternall iudgement, it 
is a moſt fearefull thing indeed, in regard of the 
vnlimited power of God,who i able after he hath 
killed, to deſtroy beth body and ſoule in bell fire: yea 
I fay againe,h1m feare: but as for temporall iudg- 
ments, it is farre betrer to put our ſelues vpon 
God, then vpon our countrey : For there # mercy 
with the Lord. Homo is called homini lupus, but 
God is homini Des : But becauſe contraria inxta 
ſe poſita, clarins eluceſcunt,ſee wein a word,what 


lings, daſhing of Infants braines againſt the 
ſtones : I remember ( and that with amazement ) 
ripping vp of women with child: Iremember rhe 
lamentable ſiege of 1eruſalem,when theglory of the 
Land the holy Citic, the g/ory of that Cirie the 
T emple,the glory of the Temple Sanitum Sando. 
rum,was viterly ruined and waſted bythehandsof 
mercilefle Romans.T remember that French Cap- 
 taine Bordert choſe rather to be ſhott by a Muſ- 

ketticr of his owne Company, then to fall into 

the hands of the bloudy Duke of CAlaa. 

But now hoping that all this Chriſtian Aſem-. 

3 blie 


the mercies of menare : [ remember their dea- | 
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blie came hither to learne : I beſeech you learne 
theſe two things of one whole face perhaps few 


| of you haue ſecnbefore, and it may be ncuer (hall 


ſee hereafter,eſpeciallyin ſo publikea place as this 
holy Mount whercon I ftand. 
Firſt,if the worſt of our condition ſhall betide 


this finfull Nation of ours,namely to ſuffer for eur 


ſinne, let vs ſay to God as Zeba and Zalmanna 
didto Gideon : Fall thou vpon vs, for as is the man 
fo s his flrength. So Lordif wee muſt ſuffer , 
fall thon wpon vs, for 4sis the Lord ſo ts his mercy. 
Enzlandis encompaſſed with the Sea,which for 
the moſt part is beneficial, rhough ſometimes 
hurtfull - excompaſſed with Gods wercies, which 
are alwayes helpfull, never hurtfull - excompaſſed 
with exemes, alwayes hurtfull, neuer helpfull. IF 
the Sea break in, the worſt is death,and no more: 


if our enemies breake in, if they preuaile, what 


' proud inſulting, what cruell tormenting ? what 


| ſhall be wanting to make vs nuſerable > Lord wee 
' haue ſinned with our Fathers, ar..] haue deſerued 
' the wvialls of thy fierce wrath: But O Lord doe thou 
' correct vs, forthou wiltnor doc it i2 thine anger, 
| nor chaſten vs inthine indi zuation: but neuer giue 
| vs 0UCrinto the hands of men. 
| Seeing ouroriginall ts {infull as well as all the 
Sonnes of Adam, and that wee haue deſerued 
Gods heauy iudgementsas well as others, Oh 
now, {ecing God hath withheld his reuenging 
hand ſo long, let yslearne that counſell of Daniel 
to 
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to Nebuchadnezzar,to break off our ſinnes by righ- | 
teonſneſſe, and our iniquity by mercy, and let there | 


be an healing of our error. Let vs inthe name of 
God turne before it be too late, leſt wee repent 
when it is too late. Lord open our eyes that wee 
may ſec the day of oar viſitation, and preuent that 
tearefull doome of hauing theſe good things hid. 
den from our eyes. O fortunatos nimium bona ſi ſua 
noſſent Britannos, we diſtaſt the enioying of that 
whole loſle our Chriſtian ncighbours  bewailc. 
The Chriſtiaris in Po/oxza cry out forayde : The 
Proteſtants in Bohemia groane vnder a heauic and 
intolerable burden - The Proteſtants of France 
ſend many fighes to heaucn for peace or bare ſecu- 
rity. Happy Britaines, wee firvader our owne 
Vines, and our.owne Fig-trees ( God of his 
mercy continue it.) Let vs norcur off our welfare 
by our wickednefle. Wee hauc not Famine, but 
Plenty, not Warre, but Peace;not Peſtilence, but 
Health and Seundneſſe. Now ina word,as the Ro- 

mans dealt with Yictory , clipping of her wings, 

that ſhe mightneuer flie from them againe, ſo ler 
vs doc with our happineſſe, Happineſſe it ſelfe ! 

Secing it may (God knowes how ſoone) be hid- 

den from vs, ſtay her flight by thankfulneſſe and 

obedience. If there be amongſt vs that thinke 


happineſle abſent, I with them to prepare her | 


way and make her paths ſlraight , that ſhee may 
corve inand dwell with vs. Or if ſhe be amongſt vs 
( as the God onely wiſe and immortall knoweth that 


ſhe | 
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Tm oeey on wer b er cares: | 

ſceme about totranilite herſelfe and. goeroano: f* 

thermation more-worthy ofher then-qur Telues 

(45 bringing for th better fruits.) Oh letthetearcs 

of fling repentente: makefuch aflood thathhe 

ys not paiſe, but euctmore dmeff with 3, und 
Hr. That:our gratious Dawid may re: 

jones in:the-frengeh and welfare ofiyshis Sub. 

ics, wein the Health and iy $9] 
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Thar-the Church/may have p | 

: freedome, andvthe'Land wo | he ng. Wh: 
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